
Apart from the soaring temperatures, this has been a summer unlike any other. Now more 

than ever, it’s our mission to be a trusted financial resource. Information is the antidote to 

uncertainty, and we are here to empower you. 

Although the coming school year will likewise be one of big change, college remains a focus 

for many families this time of year. When it comes to financing an education and applying 

for aid, it can be hard to know where to start. We have you covered with comprehensive 

federal student aid resources, including a webinar especially for teens to learn about the 

FAFSA® application process. At the same time, the winning 2020 Wright Patman 

Scholarship essays featured in this issue highlight that our young college-bound Members 

already have a wealth of knowledge of their own to share. 

The coronavirus pandemic has taught us that it’s a time to pull together, but not a time to let 

our guard down on the security threats that face us every day. We regularly share advice 

from experts on how to protect your finances and personal information. Below we share a 

quick awareness video with tips about fraud schemes targeting consumer fears in the 

current climate of uncertainty. 

Lastly, as a reminder, you can always check our Member Resources page for the most up-

to-date branch status information, what we are doing to keep you safe, and how we can 

help if you have been affected by the ongoing crisis. Stay safe and enjoy the rest of your 

summer! 

2020 Annual Meeting 

September 24, 2020 | 7:00 pm 

Congressional Federal Credit Union Headquarters 

Oakton, VA 



Wright Patman Scholarship Winners 

Congratulations to our three winners of the 2020 

Wright Patman Scholarship competition. Each was 

awarded $3000 based on their academic 

excellence and thought-provoking essays. We’re 

proud to call them Members. Read the winning 

entries. 

Office of Inspector General Fraud Alert: 

COVID-19 scams 

Right now, scammers are actively preying on the 

public’s fears by offering unapproved or illegitimate 

tests and cures in exchange for personal 

information. Fraudsters are using phone calls, text 

messages, social media, and even door-to-door 

visits to steal this sensitive data. Watch: 5 things 

you need to know about covid-19 fraud. 

FAFSA® and student aid resources 

 Student Loan Toolkit: Easy-to-understand

articles, a podcast and more.

 FAFSA® Updates: All news and required

documents.in one place from the Federal

Student Aid Office.

 Shred Event: 9/12, 9:00 am-12:00 pm

 Annual Meeting: 9/24, 7:00 pm, Oakton, VA

 Congressional Baseball Game: Cancelled

Please note that due to current events, dates and 

times are subject to change based on evolving 

social distancing guidelines for large gatherings. 

• Federal Student Aid with FAFSA® 

Webinar: Interactive session designed for 

teens (but parents are welcome).



Make Every Day More Rewarding 

Make the most of your everyday purchases with 

Visa Signature® Premier Rewards and Visa 

Signature® Cash Rewards. Whether you want to 

use points for travel or love the flexibility of cash 

rewards, you’ll earn everywhere, on every 

purchase—with no annual fee. Compare perks, 

benefits, and our bonus introductory offers. 

Pdoneghy
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The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General is alerting the public about fraud
schemes related to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Scammers are using telemarketing calls, text messages, social
media platforms, and door-to-door visits to perpetrate COVID-19-related scams.

Fraudsters are offering COVID-19 tests, HHS grants, and Medicare prescription cards in exchange for personal details,
including Medicare information. However, these services are unapproved and illegitimate.

These scammers use the coronavirus pandemic to benefit themselves, and beneficiaries face potential harm. The
personal information collected can be used to fraudulently bill federal health care programs and commit medical identity
theft.

Protect Yourself

Be vigilant and protect yourself from potential fraud concerning COVID-19 vaccines. You will not be asked for
money to enhance your ranking for vaccine eligibility. Government and State officials will not call you to obtain
personal information in order to receive the vaccine, and you will not be solicited door to door to receive the
vaccine.

Beneficiaries should be cautious of unsolicited requests for their personal, medical, and financial information.
Medicare will not call beneficiaries to offer COVID-19 related products, services, or benefit review.

Be suspicious of any unexpected calls or visitors offering COVID-19 tests or supplies. If you receive a suspicious
call, hang up immediately.

Do not respond to, or open hyperlinks in, text messages about COVID-19 from unknown individuals.

Ignore offers or advertisements for COVID-19 testing or treatments on social media sites. If you make an
appointment for a COVID-19 test online, make sure the location is an official testing site.



Do not give your personal or financial information to anyone claiming to offer HHS grants related to COVID-19.

Be aware of scammers pretending to be COVID-19 contact tracers. Legitimate contact tracers will never ask for
your Medicare number, financial information, or attempt to set up a COVID-19 test for you and collect payment
information for the test.

If you suspect COVID-19 health care fraud, report it immediately online or call 800-HHS-TIPS (800-447-8477).

More Info on Schemes

Scammers are using social media to perpetrate COVID-19-related scams. In one major scheme,
fraudsters hack social media accounts and send direct messages to beneficiaries while posing as a friend
or government employee. The impersonator claims the person is eligible for government grants (citing
various reasons like COVID-19, disability, etc.) and urges them to call a phone number to collect the
funds. Upon calling, the beneficiary is asked to pay a "processing fee" (using bank account information,
gi� cards, bitcoin) to receive the grant money. In return, targets of this scam never receive any money,
but o�en large sums of their money are stolen from them. These alleged grants are entirely illegitimate.

Fraudsters are also continuing to o�er COVID-19 tests to Medicare beneficiaries in exchange for personal
details, including Medicare information. However, the services are unapproved and illegitimate.

In another fraud scheme, some medical labs are targeting retirement communities claiming to o�er
COVID-19 tests, but they are actually drawing blood and billing federal health care programs for
medically unnecessary services.

Also, fraudsters are o�ering people a $200 Medicare prescription card when no such cards currently
exist.

https://oig.hhs.gov/fraud/report-fraud/


 



Home » Learn About Financial Aid » The FAFSA Process » FAFSA Updates

Learn what's new with the FAFSA® process and materials.

Find the latest Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) news and documents.

Wondering what's planned for the upcoming FAFSA® season? Or when that important document will be

ready so you can use it with your students? You've come to the right place.

FAFSA® News and Enhancements

Changes on the 2021–22 FAFSA® Form

Availability of FAFSA® Materials and Websites

2021–22 FAFSA® Materials and Websites

2020–21 FAFSA® Materials and Websites

FAFSA® News and Enhancements
In the following sections of this page, you'll find the latest scoop on enhancements to the current FAFSA

forms or plans for next year's FAFSA form.

Note: We'd like to request that you encourage students and parents to create FSA IDs as soon as possible,

especially if they think the Social Security Administration might have incorrect information for them in its

files. Send students and parents to StudentAid.gov/fsa-id/create-account to create an FSA ID. Meanwhile,

we've developed several resources to help you get the word out about the FSA ID.

Changes on the 2021–22 FAFSA® Form
The 2021–22 FAFSA changes include the following:

The income threshold for an automatic zero Expected Family Contribution (EFC) increased from

$26,000 to $27,000 for the 2021–22 award year.

When students and parents use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT), the IRS DRT will now transfer

information about whether they filed a Schedule 1. The answer will be based on all current exceptions

for filing a Schedule 1. The transferred data for the Schedule 1 fields will be masked.

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/learn.jsp
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/learn/fafsa.jsp
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


FAFSA Updates | Federal Student Aid - Financial Aid Toolkit

For students and parents who don't use the IRS DRT, the Schedule 1 help topics will be updated to

include all current exceptions for filing a Schedule 1. "Capital Gains" has been removed as an

exception and "Virtual Currency" has been added as an exception. Learn how to help students and

parents with the Schedule 1 questions.

Many FAFSA help topics referencing financial forms now feature images of those forms with relevant

line numbers highlighted.

Tell your students: the first F in "FAFSA" stands for "free!" There are websites at

which students can get help filing the FAFSA® form for a fee. These sites are not

affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. Department of Education (ED). We urge you to

advise your students not to pay these sites for assistance that is provided for free at

ED's website.

Availability of FAFSA® Materials and Websites
FAFSA documents and websites become available throughout the late summer and early fall. Keep up with

anticipated availability here.

2021–22 FAFSA® Materials and Websites

FAFSA® DOCUMENT OR WEBSITE AVAILABILITY ESTIMATE

fafsa.gov Available now

PDF FAFSA form (English) Available now

PDF FAFSA form (Spanish) Available now

FAFSA on the Web Worksheet PDF (English) Available now

FAFSA on the Web Worksheet PDF (Spanish) Available now

Student Aid Report sample (English) Available now

Student Aid Report sample (Spanish) Available now

SAR Acknowledgement sample (English) Available now

SAR Acknowledgement sample (Spanish) Available now

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/learn/fafsa.jsp#schedule-1-questions
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/2021-22-fafsa.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/2021-22-fafsa-spanish.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/2021-22-fafsa-worksheet.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/2021-22-fafsa-worksheet-spanish.pdf
https://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-09/2122SampleSAREnFinal.pdf
https://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-09/2122SampleSAREsFinal.pdf
https://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-09/2122SARAckSampleEnFinal.pdf
https://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-09/2122SARAckSampleEsFinal.pdf


FAFSA® DOCUMENT OR WEBSITE AVAILABILITY ESTIMATE

FAFSA demo site updated for 2021–22 Available now

fafsa.gov screenshots (aka "fafsa.gov Preview
Presentation")

Available now

myStudentAid App's FAFSA Preview
Presentation (screenshots)

Available now

EFC Formula Guide Available now

FAFSA summary of changes (Summary of
Changes for the Application Processing System)

Available now

Federal School Code List (English) Available now

Federal School Code List (Spanish) Available now

2020–21 FAFSA® Materials and Websites

FAFSA® DOCUMENT OR WEBSITE AVAILABILITY ESTIMATE

fafsa.gov Available now

PDF FAFSA form (English) Available now

PDF FAFSA form (Spanish) Available now

FAFSA on the Web Worksheet PDF (English) Available now

FAFSA on the Web Worksheet PDF (Spanish) Available now

FAFSA4caster Available now

Student Aid Report sample (English) Available now

Student Aid Report sample (Spanish) Available now

SAR Acknowledgement sample (English) Available now

SAR Acknowledgement sample (Spanish) Available now

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/learn/fafsa.jsp#demo-site
https://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-08/082720fafsadotgov202122PreviewPresentationAttach.pptx
https://ifap.ed.gov/electronic-announcements/110920FAFSAFeature2122myStudentAidMobileAppPreviewPresent
https://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-08/2122EFCFormulaGuide.pdf
https://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-08/2122SumChangesAppProcessSysGuide.pdf
https://fafsa.ed.gov/spa/fsc/?#/SEARCH?locale=en_US
https://fafsa.ed.gov/spa/fsc/?#/SEARCH?locale=es_ES
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2020-21-fafsa.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2020-21-fafsa-spanish.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2020-21-fafsa-worksheet.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2020-21-fafsa-worksheet-spanish.pdf
https://fafsa.ed.gov/spa/fafsa4c/?locale=en_US#/landing
https://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2019-10/2021SARMockupEnglish_1.pdf
http://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2019-10/2021SARMockupSpanish_1.pdf
http://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2019-10/2021SARAcknowledgementEnglish_0.pdf
http://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2019-10/2021SARAcknowledgementSpanish_0.pdf


FAFSA® DOCUMENT OR WEBSITE AVAILABILITY ESTIMATE

FAFSA demo site updated for 2020–21 Available now

fafsa.gov screenshots (aka "fafsa.gov Preview
Presentation")

Available now

myStudentAid App's FAFSA Preview
Presentation (screenshots)

Available now

EFC Formula Guide Available now

FAFSA summary of changes (Summary of
Changes for the Application Processing System)

Available now

Federal School Code List (English) Available now

Federal School Code List (Spanish) Available now

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/learn/fafsa.jsp#demo-site
http://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2019-10/202021fafsadotgovPreviewPresentationAttach.pptx
http://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2019-10/202021myFAFSAPreviewPresentationAttach.pptx
https://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2019-10/2021EFCFormulaGuideOct2019UpdateAttach.pdf
https://ifap.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/2019-10/2021SumChangesAppProcessSysGuide.pdf
https://fafsa.ed.gov/spa/fsc/?#/SEARCH?locale=en_US
https://fafsa.ed.gov/spa/fsc/?#/SEARCH?locale=es_ES


 



 

 




